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   Gun legislation passed during the 2013 legislation session created one of the most contentious sessions at the state capitol in many, many years. Two Democratic Senators were recalled because of their support, a first for modern-day Colorado. Republicans began this session with promises to repeal that legislation.  
   Republican hopes were dashed when House Bill 14-1151, Concerning Repealing Certain Provisions Concerning Large-capacity Ammunition Magazines, was postponed indefinitely (killed) in its first hearing before the House State, Veterans and Military Committee on February 10, 2014, on a party-line vote of 7-4.
   Republican candidate for governor, Senator Greg Brophy, is sponsoring Senate Bill 14-135 which is yet to have its first reading. SB 135 is titled “Concerning the Repeal of Certain Provisions Concerning the Purchase of Firearms in State that are Contiguous to Colorado.” One down, one to go.
Senate Bill 14-064:  Colorado's treatment of prisoners will undergo serious scrutiny under the provisions proposed by SB 064. Isolated confinement, also known as administrative segregation, has long been the subject of intense scrutiny “due to its damaging effects on mental health.”
Point-of-Information:  Isolated confinement is formally defined as “the state of being confined in one's cell for approximately twenty-two hours per day or more with very limited out-of-cell time and severely restricted activity, movement and social interaction, whether pursuant to disciplinary, administrative or classification action. Long-term isolated confinement is confinement expected to extend or does extend for more than 30 days.”
   The legislative declaration of SB 064 includes these points:
· Prisoners with mental illness are disproportionately likely to be subjected to isolated confinement because mental illness often makes it difficult or impossible to comply with the strict behavioral expectations of prison;
· Once housed in isolated confinement, the mental health of prisoners with serious mental illness often decompensates further, making them a greater threat to their own safety as well as to the safety of other prisoners, prison staff, and ultimately the public, since almost all Colorado prisoners will one day be released;
· Colorado does not currently require prisoners who have lived in isolated confinement to gain exposure to human interaction before release to the general public;
· The United States Department of Justice and courts have agreed that the Constitution forbids subjecting prisoners with serious mental illness to prolonged isolated confinement; and
· Since 2010, the Colorado Department of Corrections has worked to significantly reduce the number of prisoners with mental illness in isolated confinement.
   SB 064 requires the Department of Corrections conduct two reviews to determine if an offender has a serious mental illness:  
· the mental health status of offenders in long-term isolated confinement (administrative segregation) every 90 days; and
· prior to placing an offender in administrative segregation, to determine if such placement is allowed.
   An offender found to have a serious mental illness, must be moved to a mental health or special needs step-down unit, prison mental hospital or other appropriate housing that does not include long-term isolation.
   SB 064 specifically states, “The mental health or special needs step-down units shall be physically separate from any long-term isolated confinement unit and shall not be operated as a disciplinary housing unit. An offender in either of these units must be “offered a minimum of twenty hours out-of-cell time every week, including ten hours of therapeutic activity.”
   Additionally, offenders must be provided clinical visits by mental health clinicians and rehabilitative medical personnel as part of their treatment program – said visits must be in a clinical environment that ensures privacy.  
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-064:  Senator Jessie Ulibarri (D-Adams) 866-4857; and Representative Joseph A. Salazar (D-Adams) 866-2918.
House Bill 14-1149:  One has to wonder about HB 1149, is this bill a “solution looking for a problem?” HB 1149 “amends current law against trafficking in children and adds receiving a child as a result of a prohibited advertisement as a new element of the existing class 2 felony offense.” A new crime – prohibition of advertisement of children for adoption by a non-lawful party – is punishable as a class 6 felony if HB 1149 is passed and enacted as introduced.
   Trafficking in children is identified as advertising to:
· find a child to adopt or otherwise take a child into his or her permanent physical custody;
· find an adoptive home or any other permanent physical placement for a child or to arrange for or assist in the adoption, adoptive placement, or any other permanent physical placement of a child; or
· Offer to place a child for adoption or in any other permanent physical placement with another person; or
· when the person receives a child as a result of such an advertisement.
   The opening statement is posed in light of the information presented in the fiscal impact analysis for HB 1149:
· There were no convictions for the offense of trafficking in children between January 1, 2012 and December 31, 2013.
· Currently, there is no specific law prohibiting a person from advertising that he or she is looking to adopt in Colorado.
· It is illegal to advertise oneself or act as a broker for adoptions in Colorado, and a person who does is ordered to cease and desist.
· State rules under the Department of Human Services (DHS) require that adoptions be handled by agencies, except when it is a relative, custodial, second parent, or step-parent adoption.
· There are no known recent instances of a person advertising to adopt or to serve as a broker for adoptions in Colorado.
· There are no current penalties for a person who has informally adopted a child or for the parent who has allowed an informal adoption.  
· DHS identified one recent case where there was suspicion that a child was placed illegally. This case was dismissed by the court.
   After minor amendment, HB 1149 was referred  to the Committee on Appropriations with favorable recommendation.
Sponsors of House Bill 4-1149:  Representative Kathleen Conti (R-Arapahoe) 866-2953. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
House Bill 14-1191:  The legislative declaration for HB 1191 states that:
· a person who kills or inflicts a life-threatening injury upon a person during a motor vehicle accident and flees the scene poses a serious and imminent threat to the safety of the public;
· the first few hours after the act are critically important to apprehending the person; and
· it is necessary to create an alert system to facilitate the immediate apprehension of such persons by law enforcement of the state.
   HB 1191 provides for the Department of Public Safety to establish programs that alert the public when law enforcement needs assistance in locating a person or suspect when a hit and run accident involving serious bodily injury or death occurs, or law enforcement needs assistance in locating the suspect's vehicle – said alert will be known as the Medina alert, to become effective on or after January 1, 2015.
   Examples of such programs already created under current law are for the missing child (Amber alert), missing seniors and persons with developmental disabilities; and Blue alerts for persons suspected of killing or inflicting serious injury to a peace officer.
   HB 1191 requires that the Department of Public Safety “verify the accuracy of information submitted by law enforcement agencies and issues Medina alerts on an ongoing basis.”
Lead sponsors of HB 14-1191:  Representative Kathleen Conti (R-Arapahoe) 866-2953. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
